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Early to mid 1980s 
• Mrs. Venie Clontz (hereafter “Venie”), long-time Davidson resident and widow 

of former Bethel Presbyterian Church Pastor, Ralph Clontz, Sr., offered to sell a 
portion of her land (at Beaty and NC115) to the Town of Davidson specifically 
for use as a Town Park. Venie had planned to leave it to her heirs, for 
“sentimental reasons,” if the Town did not wish to purchase it for  
a Town Park. (p. 15, 18) 

• Peter Nicholls (Hereafter ‘Nicholls”), Chairman of the Davidson Parks and 
Recreation Committee, asked Town Board for a $150,000 - $200,000 
referendum. Mayor Knox directed the Parks & Recreation committee to study 
and give a recommendation including exploration of a bond or mortgage route to 
raise money to acquire the land. (p. 6)  

• Nicholls presented a written report to the Town Board regarding the purchase of 
Venie’s property for a Town Park. (town unable to locate report says ‘verbal’)  

• Town offered to buy Venie’s property for a Town Park and Venie accepted their 
offer. (p. 17) Town Attorney, Rick Kline conducted correspondence & prepared 
the deed. (p. 18) 

 
1995, according to Michael Johnson (developer of Hobbs Hill), as a condition of 
approval for the Hobbs Hill I & II subdivision, the Town required his family to donate a 
portion of his property to the Town for “(i) a buffer against development along this 
portion of Beaty and (ii) to interconnect to a future park within the adjacent pond 
site.” (pp. 38, 39, 55) 
 
1996/97 the Town considered an RFP to sell and develop the land for residential 
housing and a park. Nicholls, who was instrumental in purchasing Venie’s property for 
a Town Park, attended the Special Board Meeting and presented the Town Board with a 
petition signed by many residents reminding the Board that it was purchased to become 
a Town Park and should be developed as such. (pp. 5-7, 33-34) 
 
Town Board voted to move forward with the RFP on the condition that the predominant 
use of the land (at the time, ~10 of 14 acres) was a park and the smaller portion near the 
corner of Beaty and Main Streets would consist of approximately 24 home sites that 
blended in “nature, density, and appearance to the existing and approved neighborhoods 
of the Beaty Street area." The design would include a 10% set-aside for affordable 
residences. (p. 24,25) 
 
The First Request for Proposal (RFP hereafter) process never resulted in 
development, but is being used today as the justification for the current project, which 
is vastly different from 24 single family homes that blended to the surrounding 
neighborhoods and a predominant 10-acre Town Park (p. 24) 
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2006, the Town purchased Fiji Fraternity House (on Beaty Street). Since then, 
condemned house has sat idle. (p. 40) 
 
2014/2015 

• As part of the Town rezoning a portion of the Beaty Street Property was changed 
from ‘Village Infill’ to ‘Neighborhood Center 1’  

• Residents saw no rezoning signs posted. The rezoning letter was general in 
nature; neighbors were told nothing would happen for 30 years. (p. 27) 

• Rezoning completed in 2015 yet county site still says “Single family residential 
– rural acreage” 

 
2016/2017, Lake Forest Church approaches town to develop on part of the Beaty Street 
Property, which starts an official RFP process led by Asst. Town Manager, Dawn 
Blobaum. Town Manager, Jamie Justice assures town it’s not about 
the money in a Town Manager video: He asks "Is this about money?" And answers 
himself "No." 

• Mayor John Woods tells citizens, “There’s no documentation that the land 
was ever, that there was ever a purpose for the park—for the land when it 
was built… I don’t have any documentation.” (p.35), However, less than a 
month prior, Senior Planner, Chad Hall pointed out to Dawn Blobaum that such 
documentation exists on Town web site. (p. 29) 

• NO prior disclosure of the sale/development specific intent  
• NO prior specific public input on the use of the publicly-owned land (p. 31) 
• Only arbitrarily certain of the various permitted uses by ordinance for the parcels, 

including; COMMERCIAL and RETAIL 
o 135-room full service hotel + Conference Center  
o 28,000 square feet of Retail + Parking Deck 
o 138 residences consisting of affordable 'Senior-oriented' but NOT age-

restricted condominiums; 4 large, 32-units each, 3-Stories high buildings 
clustered around the pond 

o Single family homes/cluster homes  
o Half Basketball court either on-site or off-site (unsure what ‘off-site’ 

means) 
• Citizens reacted to swift moving apparently “done deal”:  

o RFP process was deeply flawed because it was written in a developer-
preferred way to achieve Town planner’s certain result. (p.26) 

o Proper protocol was not adhered to, as admitted by town, especially in 
regard to gathering prior community input on town-owned land. (p.31) 

Town’s persistent continuation of a flawed process despite strong public 
opposition reflects the unfortunate reality that citizen voices are not being 
considered by Town in a democratic way. 
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Who’s Who 

Past 
Staff/Officials: 
Russell Knox – Former Davidson Mayor, (deceased) 
Sterling Martin – Former Davidson Park and Rec Committee Chair, Current  
Peter Nicholls – Former Davidson, former Parks and Rec Director (deceased) 

Other 
Venie Clonz – Former Long-time Davidson resident, Beaty landowner (deceased) 
Ralph Clontz, Junior  – Son of Venie, attorney (deceased) 
Ralph Clontz, III – Grandson of Venie, attorney 

Present 
Staff/Officials: 
Rick Klein – Former Town Attorney  
Leamon Brice – Former Town Manager 

Jamie Justice – Current Davidson Town Manager 
Dawn Blobaum – Current Davidson Assistant Town Manager 
Chad Hall –  current town planning employee 

Cindy Reid – Current Town Attorney 
John Woods – Mayor of Davidson – Recently retired Banker 
Beth Cashion – Commissioner Mayor Pro Tem - Commercial Real Estate 
Stacey Anderson – Commissioner - Wells Fargo  
Jim Fuller – Commissioner - Attorney with McIntosh Law 
Rodney Graham – Commissioner - Builder owner of Marshall Construction 

Brian Jenest – Commissioner - Land planner for multiple Davidson development projects - Principal 
at Cole Jenest & Stone  
Cole Jenest & Stone 
Landscape architect in Charlotte, North Carolina 

Other 
Michael Johnson – Developer of Hobbs Hill Neighborhood 
Amy Diamond –  Past Executive Director, Davidson Learns  
Jake Jakobs – New Executive Director, Davidson Learns 
Chip Nisbet – ‘Davidson Development Partners, LLC (Not yet formed)’ 
Rick Milddner – ‘Davidson Development Partners, LLC (Not yet formed)’ 
Augustin Cabrer – ‘Davidson Development Partners, LLC (Not yet formed)’ 
Jim Harvie – ‘Davidson Development Partners, LLC (Not yet formed)’ 
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Meeting Minutes 5/10/83 
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Meeting Minutes 8/9/1983 
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Excerpts from citizen notes at town hall while researching the Beaty Street Property.
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This process, which did not come to fruition, is now being used to justify the current 
mixed-use RFP process and rezoning. Note that this motion entailed a 10+ acre park and 24 
RESIDENTIAL home sites.
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Town Planner Chad Hall pointing out the original intent for the 
property to project manager, Dawn Blobaum. Chad was a 
CAD designer for the town during the 1996 RFP process.
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Project Manager Dawn Blobaum (asst. town manager) discussing not 
following protocol on Beaty project with Town attorney, Cindy Reid.
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Email to citizen from Commissioner Graham
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Examples of petitions submitted in 1997
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TRANSCRIPT	Commissioners	Chat	–	March	20,	2017	9	a.m.	The	Egg	

A	Davidson	resident	says	that	it	is	his	understanding	that	the	Beaty	Property	was	to	be	used	for	the	
purpose	of	a	park	when	it	was	sold	to	the	Town	of	Davidson.	He	then	addresses	Mayor	John	Woods.	

Resident:	John,	what	do	you	know	about	that?	

Mayor	John	Woods:	There’s	no	documentation	that	the	land	was	ever,	that	there	was	ever	a	purpose	
for	the	park—for	the	land	when	it	was	built.	In	fact,	in	1996	or	so,	the	Town	Board,	just	before	I	went	on	
the	Town	Board,	a	year	before	I	went	on	the	Town	Board,	went	through	an	RFP	process	similar,	I	guess	
similar	to	what	they’re	doing	now,	decided	that	at	that	point	not	to	do	anything.	So,	it	was	obvious	at	
that	point,	it	wasn’t	planned	to	be	entirely	a	park.	So	I	think	there’s	some	doubt	about	that.	I	don’t	have	
any	documentation.		
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March	27,	2017,	3p.m.	

Citizens	Invited	to	Provide	Input	on	Davidson	
Development	Partners’	Luminous	Proposal	for	the	Beaty	

Street	Property		

Town	of	Davidson	Board	Room	
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Ralph Clontz III Revisits Beaty Property

Interior of Beaty Property

Condemned FIJI Fraternity
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Town Commissioner, Stacey Anderson communicates that 'something is off' 
with the appraisal and asks 'is it possible to get a second appraisal'
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April	25,	2017,	4p.m.	

Board	of	Commissioners	Meeting	

Town	of	Davidson	Board	Room	
To	paraphrase:	

Developer	says	they	will	allow	citizens	to	do	what	they	want	with	a	
portion	of	the	property,	whether	green	space	or	a	park	bench	or	

whatever.	No	mention	of	previous	owner	or	conditions.	
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May	17,	2017	6:30	p.m.	

Community	Input	Roundtables	

DCPC	Congregation	House	
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Ralph Clontz III visiting Davidson Town Hall and telling story as he knows it.
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TRANSCRIPT	–	Davidson	Town	Hall	May	23,	2017	6pm	

Dawn	Blobaum	(on	"Proposed	Beaty	Street	RFP"	Update):		So,	last	Wednesday	evening	we	had	141	
attendees	at	the	Roundtable	meeting,	and	there	were	very	lively	discussions	at	each	table.		I	want	to	
thank	all	the	citizens	who	came	out	for	that.		We	really	appreciate	your	participation.		There	were	four	
topics	that	were	discussed	about	the	proposed	plan:	residential,	commercial,	the	park,	and	
transportation,	or	mobility.		So,	you've	received	all	of	the	comments	from	that	Roundtable	discussion.		
You’ve	also	received	hundreds	and	hundreds	of	emails	about	the	project	over	the	past	five	months.		
You've	listened	to	citizens	in	a	lot	of	public	comment	sessions.		You've	even	received	an	Excel	sheet	that	
has	all	of	the	Facebook	comments	and	social	media	comments	about	the	project,	I'm	sure	you've	also	
had	a	lot	of	individual	meetings	and	phone	calls	with	citizens	about	it;	so,	what	we	would	like	to	talk	
with	you	about	tonight	is	realizing	that	the	proposed	plan	is	a	concept;	and,	it	is	not	a	final	design,	the	
final	design	would	be	completed,	if	we	go	forward,	into	a	Master	Plan.		The	developer	is	willing	to	work	
with	the	Town	on	changes,	perhaps	changes	that's	you	heard	from	the	last	meeting.		So,	what	I	would	
like	to	know	is	what	things	would	you	like	us	to	take	to	the	developer	to	ask	for	changes	in	the	proposed	
plan?	

John	Woods:		Alright,	Jamie,	did	you	wanna	introduce,	um,	the	discussion	regarding…	with	Rick	Kline?	

Jamie	Justice:	Oh,	yes,	yes.	Yeah	so	one	of	the	questions	that	came	up	was	in	terms	of	kind	of	the	
interest	from	the	sellers	at	the	time	for	some	of	the	property;	and	so,	we	had	asked	Cindy	Reid,	our	
Town	Attorney,	to	contact	Rick	Kline,	who	was	the	Town	attorney	at	the	time,	to	actually	come	and	
share	what	his	recollections	were	because	we	just	wanted	to	clarify	kind	of	what	the	status	is;	so,	Rick,	if	
you	wouldn't	mind	coming	in	(Ralph	Clontz	III	rises	in	the	back	row	to	identify	himself	but	is	ignored	as	
Board	welcomes	Rick	Kline)	reporting	on,	for	the	group.	

Beth	Cashion:	Who	was	the	mayor	and	the	council	in	1984?	Who	was	the	mayor	and	the	council	in	
1984?	

Commissioner:	84?	

Commissioner:	85?	

Unknown	Citizen	(off	camera):	There	is	a	gentleman	in	the	back	that	wants	to	be	acknowledged…	
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Rick	Kline:	Good	evening,	all.	This	is—interesting…	

John	Woods:	Welcome	back.	

Rick	Kline:	Thank	you,	it’s	good	to	be	back.	

Jamie	Justice:	Yeah,	so	the,	I	guess	question	in	regards	to	the	seller’s	at	the	time’s	wishes,	particularly	in	
regards	to	the	park,	and	kind	of	how	those	negotiations	went,	what	that	looked	like	and	what	was	kind	
of	the	outcome.	

Rick	Kline:	Yeah.	In	anticipation	of	being	asking	to	talk	to	y’all	tonight	I	went	to	my	file	on	the	Clontz	
property	and	read	through	it.	Um.	And	that	also	refreshed	recollection.	Um,	but	the	file	itself	was,	was,	
was	clear	and	also	confirmed	my	recollection,	which	is	that	the	Clontz	Family	had	no	strings	attached	at	
all	to	that	property,	either	legally	or	not	legally.	

Ralph	Clontz	III	(rises	in	back	of	room):	I	just	want	to	let	you	know	that	I’m	here.	I’m	Ralph	Clontz.	I	was	
there.		I	am	the	Clontz	family.	

Rick	Kline:	The	combination	of	correspondence,	mostly	with	Ralph’s	father,	but	some	with	Ralph	himself	
when	we	got	closer	to	closing,	there’s	no	correspondence,	there’s	nothing	in	any	of	the	correspondence,	
that	had	anything	to	do	with	the	use	of	the	property.		

Granted,	there	are—there	are	three	references	that	I	can	find	in	my	file	about	the	property	possibly	
being	used	as	a	park.	All	three	of	those	references	came	from	me.	I	was	the	author	of	all	three—two	
letters	and	a	contract	that,	that	referenced	the	park.		

Citizens:	*Crowd	murmuring*		

John	Woods:	Quiet	please.		

Unknown:		OK?	

Unknown:		Quiet,	please!	

Rodney	Graham:	Hey,	can	you	all	be	polite?		I	mean,	come	on,	seriously…	

Citizen:	You	wanna	talk	about	being	polite?	

Mayor	Woods:	We’ll	clear	the	room.	
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Rodney	Graham:	Yeah,	we	do,	thank	you.	

Rick	Kline:	As	proud	as	I	am	of	my	forty	years	of	being	the	town	attorney,	I’ve	never	been	accused	of	
having	the	authority	to	bind	the	town	with	respect	to	any	particular	use.		

There’s	no	communication	from	the	board.	I	had	some	communication	with	the	file	from	Russell	(Knox),	
the	mayor	at	the	time.	That	communication	made	no	reference	to	the	use	of	the	property.	Um…	I	had,	I	
think…	a	total	of	four	letters	from	Ralph	Clontz,	Jr.,	which	is	this	Ralph’s	father,	all	of	which	talked	in	
terms	of	the	survey,	the	acreage	of	the	property,	and	the	purchase	price	of	the	property,	and	the—the		
terms.	None	of,	none	of	the	correspondence,	and	none	in	my	personal	recollection,	said	anything	about	
its	use.		

Uh,	and	the	references	that	I	made	to	“park”	property	were	because	certainly,	the	town	envisioned	a	
possibility	that	that	property	would	be	used	as	a	park.	But	it,	to	my	recollection,	and	to	my	knowledge,	
and	certainly	nothing	in	the	file,	reflects	the	fact	that	the	town	said,	“Yes,	it	will	be	used	as	a	park.”	It	
was	merely	one	of	the	options	that	would	have	been	available	to	the	town	assuming	it	acquired	the	
property,	which	of	course	it	did.		

The,	and,	as	you	all	know,	the	deed	itself	says	nothing,	there’s	no	restrictions	in	the	deed	with	respect	to	
its	use.		And,	uh,	but	more	importantly,	there’s	no	communication	in	the	file	or	to	my	recollection,	in	
which	the	town	pledged	that	it	would	use	the	property	as	a	park.		

There	was	a	reference	in	a	comment	that	I	saw	to	the	fact	that	Mr.	Clontz,	Jr.	said,	I	am	paraphrasing,	
he’s	withholding	the	temptation	to	reserve	hunting	and	fishing	rights	on	the	property.	But,	by	the	way,	I	
couldn’t	have	had	a	better	relationship	with	either	of	the	Clontzs.	In	fact,	when	you	read	the	
correspondence	it’s,	Jim	will	attest	to	this,	it’s	old-school	lawyering,	I	mean,	it’s	just	like	they’re	so	polite,	
there’s	just	so	much	politeness	and	respect	reflected	by	those	letters	that	maybe	we	don’t	see	as	much	
of	today	as	we	would	like	to.		

Jim	Fuller:	Sadly.	

Rick	Kline:	Yeah,	sadly.	For	sure.	So,	I	mean,	that’s	my	history.	That’s	what	I’ve	–	uh	that’s	my	
recollection.		And	my	file	confirms	that.	There’s	nothing	in	the	file	that	reflects	any	commitment,	in	any	
fashion,	to	the	use	of	the	property,	for	any	particular	purpose.	Keeping	in	mind	that	I	didn’t	have	a	lot	
of,	I	didn’t	have	communication	before	the	fact	which	Russell	did	with,	I	think,	Ralph	Jr.	and	with	Mrs.	
Clontz.		And	what	that	communication	may	have	been,	I	have	no	idea.	But	nothing	was	ever	
communicated	with	me,	with	respect	to	its,	any	use	of	that	property,	for	any	specific	purpose.	

Jim	Fuller:	Here’s	my	question.	There	are	a	couple	parts.	I	mean	certainly	the	deed	did	not	include	a	
restriction	so	there	is	no,	and	I’m	echoing	Cindy	here,	who	is	our	lawyer,	not	I…but	there	is	no	binding	
legal	document	that	says	it	has	to	be	a	park.		
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But,	it	strikes	me	as	at	least	as	intriguing	that	“park”	was	mentioned	either	three	or	four	times.	There	
are	a	hundred	uses	of	that	land	and	the	other	uses	weren’t	mentioned	over	again.	So,	it	makes	me	at	
least	inquire	as	to	whether	“use	as	a	park”	was	something	that	was	being	discussed,	and	to	the	exclusion	
of	those	other	hundred	reasons,	found	their	way	into	the	correspondence	and	therefore	may	imply	an	
interest	even	though	it’s	not	concrete.	

Rick	Kline:	There’s	no	question	in	mind	that	there	was	an	interest	in	the	town	for	that	property	as	a	
park.	I	mean,	that’s,	that’s	very	clear.		

But	just	as	the	town	owned	property	on	Depot	Street	that	was	a	jail,	and	the	town	owned,	before	the	
merger	of	the	school	systems,	the	town	owned	properties	that	were	used	for	schools,	that	are	no	longer	
being	used	for	schools,	no	longer	being	used	for	jails,	no	longer	being	used	for	a	library.	That	was	one	of	
an	assortment	of	uses	it	could	have	been	used…	It	may	well	have	been	the	primary	use.	It	may	have	
been,	“Yeah,	that’s	what	we	think	the	highest	and	best	use	of	this	property	is	once	we	acquire	it.”		

But	to	my	knowledge	and	now,	Mr.	Clontz,	if	it’s	okay	with	Ralph,	I’ll	refer	to	him	as	“Ralph”	and	his	
father	as	“Mr.	Clontz”—I	feel	more	comfortable	doing	it	that	way—Mr.	Clontz,	in	one	of	his	letters,	I	
think,	overly	modestly	said	that	he	was	not	a	real	estate	lawyer,	in	fact	swore	he	would	never	show	up	
at	the	register	deed’s	office,	I	don’t	blame	him	from	that…	however,	he	did	reference	the	fact	that	he	
spoke	to	other	attorneys	that	do	real	estate	work.	This	was	in	connection	with	how	we	were	going	to	
determine	the	size	of	the	property.	As	you	may	know	from	looking	at	the	contract,	we	were	paying	a	
price	per	acre	and	so	we	had	to	determine	exactly	what’s	the	acreage	that	we	would	apply	that	price	to	
and	there	was	some	give	&	take	on	that	and	we	finally	resolved	that	issue.	Uh,	but	in	the	context	of	that,	
Mr.	Clontz	said,	“I’m	not	a	real	estate	lawyer”	and	he	did	say	that	Ralph	(motioning	to	Ralph	III	in	the	
back	of	the	room)	would	be	doing	some	of	the	work	when	we	got	closer	to	closing…	But	he	said	he	did	
make—he	did	talk	to	other	real	estate	lawyers	and	based	upon	that	had	an	opinion	as	to	how	we	ought	
to	determine	the	size	of	the	property	for	the	purpose	of	determining	the	purchase	price—and	then	we	
followed	through	on	that.	So—	it…	I	think	it’s	–	it	seemed	to	me,	that	if	he	were	interested	in	making	
sure	it	was	used	for	a	particular	purpose	and	he	was	talking	with	real	estate	attorneys	that	he	probably	
would	have	said,	“Oh,	and	by	the	way,	we	want	to	make	sure	this	is	a	park.		How	do	we	do	that?”		But,	
I’m	guessing.	I	mean	I	don’t	know	what	he	said,	I	don’t	know	what	the	conversation	was…	Ralph	
probably	knows	better	than	I	do.		

Jim	Fuller:	Let	me	ask	a	follow	up,	because	I	really	do	see	the	difference	between	the	way	you	deal	in	a	
small	town.	I	mean,	strangely	enough,	as	a	lawyer,	I	don’t	make	many	contracts,	and	I	give	you	my	word,	
I	hope	you’ll	count	on	it,	and	vice	versa.		

Do	you	have	any	sense,	any	feeling,	from	the	totality	of	what	you	experienced,	whether	there	was	a	
stated	or	implied	agreement	of	any	kind	that	the	land	would	be	used	as	a	park?	

Rick	Kline:	I	don’t.	I	don’t.	That’s	not	to	say	that	there	wasn’t	a	communication	that	I	wasn’t	aware	of—	
there	was	a	lot	of	communications	that	as	the	attorney	I	am	not	aware	of.	So,	there	may	have	been	
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those,	I’m	not	saying	there	weren’t.	But,	it	wouldn’t	make	sense	to	me	that	in	the…in	the…	in	the	several	
communications	with	Mr.	Clontz,	and	I	think	maybe	once	with	Ralph,	that	that	would	have	been	at	least	
mentioned	if	not	in,	in	passing,	in	some	other	fashion.	And	it	was	not.		

Brian	Jenest:	Never	mentioned?	

Rick	Kline:	No.	Never	mentioned.	I—I	referred	to,	in	the	contract,	as	I	said	I	want	to	make	sure	that	
there’s	no	restriction	to	prohibit	this	from	being	used	as	a	park.	Much	different	from	saying	we	will	use	
it	as	a	park.		

Rodney	Graham:	Do	you	have	any	recollection,	like	what	was	the	underlying	zoning	at	that	time?	This	
goes	way	back…	

Rick	Kline:	I…presume	it	was	a	R-something,	like	15	maybe,	it	was	probably	R15	

Rodney	Graham:	Probably	residential?	

Rick	Kline:	That’s	a	15,000	square	foot	minimum	lot	size.	I--I	don’t	know	that,	but	I	suspect	that’s	what	it	
was.	

Jim	Fuller:	Hmmm,	I	see	Mr.	Clontz	standing	up	as	if	to	speak	and	when	Rick	is	through,	I	would	like	to	
encourage	us	to	suspend	the	rules	for	tonight	and	allow	him	to…say	something.	I	don’t	want	to	interrupt	
you.	

(Citizens	Clap)	

John	Woods:	Before	we	do	that,	Rick,	could	I	ask	you	to	fast	forward	from	1984	to	1996.	You’re	still	the	
town	lawyer.	None	of	us	are	here….		It’s	the	year	before	I	go	on	the	town	board,	so	I	was	not	involved	in	
this.		

The	Town	board	did	an	RFP	or	an	RF	something	or	other,	request	for	proposal	on	that	site,	and	looked	at	
several	different	development	plans	for	that	site	which	I	assume	also,	but	I	don’t	know,	included	a	park,	
or	part	of	the	property	for	a	park.	But	I	really	don’t	know	that.	And	then,	the	history	is,	that	the	Town	
board	took	no	action	upon	any	of	those	plans.	Could	you--could	you	recount	that?	
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Rick	Kline:	Yeah,	um…	I	haven’t	gone	through	any	of	the	files	with	respect	to	the	mid-nineties	RFPs,	but	I	
am	aware	that	there	were	several	proposals	made	to	the	Town	at	the	time.	And	given	the	nature	of	the	
property	to	the	topography	as	well	as	the	fact	that	the	Watershed	Ordinance	was	in	effect	at	the	time,	
pretty	sure	(looking	to	Dawn	Blobaum)?		The	Watershed	would	have	required	a	large	portion	of	it	to	be	
pervious	so	in	all	likelihood,	all	of	the	plans	that	were	proposed	would	have	included	a	lot	of	open	space	
which	would	have	been	parkland,	active	or	passive.	But	there	was	certainly	a	lot	of	development	on	that	
property,	as	well.	

And,	I	don’t	recall	this	kind	of	discussion	at	that	time	20	years	ago.	It	could	have	happened.	I	just	don’t	
recall.		

	

Jamie	Justice:	All	right.	

	

John	Woods:	Okay.		

	

John	Woods:	All	right,	Mr.	Clontz,	we	are	gonna	waive	the	rules	here	and	welcome	you	to	Davidson—or	
back	to	Davidson	(citizen’s	clap	and	Ralph	makes	his	way	to	the	front	of	the	room)	Would	you	like	to	
come	up	front	for	everybody	to	hear	you	on	the	microphone?	

	

Ralph	Clontz:	Sure.		

Ralph	Clontz:	Hello.	(to	all)	

	

John	Woods:	Welcome	back	to	Davidson.		

	

Ralph	Clontz:	Thank	you.	it’s	good	to	be	here.	I’m	Ralph	Clontz…the	III.		And,	I	completely	agree	with	
what	Rick	said	about	our	relationship,	his	relationship	with	my	dad.	Very	cordial.		Known	him	a	long	
time.	

My	recollection,	though,	is	a	little	different.	I	know,	that	my	grandmother,	it	was	important	to	her,	she	
believed	that	this	was	going	to	be	used	for	a	park.		

And	he’s	right,	I	was	only	involved	on	the	periphery.	I	got	a	couple	of	copies	of	letters,	I	think	maybe	I	
did	a	little	closing	because	I	think	the	town	signed	a	deed	of	trust.	So,	I	may	have	got	the	deed	signed	
and	wrapped	that	up.		But	I	didn’t	do	any	of	the—Rick	prepared	the	deed,	Rick	prepared--	did	the	title	of	
examination.		

And	neither	of	us	are	real	estate	attorneys,	but	I	know	that	everybody	was	talking	about	a	park.	And	I	
can	tell	you	a	couple	things	I	pulled	from	my	files—just	the	same	thing	and	I	didn’t	even	find	all	my	files.	
And	this	is	bits	and	pieces.		
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But	one	thing	in	the	offer	to	purchase	contract	between	my	grandmother,	‘Mimi’,	and	The	Town	of	
Davidson,	it	says	—excuse	me,	Davidson’s	special,	but	she	was	more	special	—so,	it	says,	“There	must	be	
no	restrictions,	easement,	zoning	or	other	governmental	regulations	that	would	prevent	the	reasonable	
use	of	the	real	property	for	park,	playground	or	other	public	recreational	purposes.”	Now	why	would	
that	be	in	the	offer	to	purchase	and	contract	if	that	weren’t	what	everybody	was	contemplating?	

The	other	thing,	is	there’s	a	letter	from	Rick	to	Bill	Branden	at	Town	Hall.		And	it’s	an	innocuous	letter,	
it’s	just	sending	along	the	deed,	after	the	closing.	And	it	says,	“Dear	Bill,	enclosed	is	the	deed	from	Venie	
Clontz	to	the	Town	of	Davidson	for	the	“Park	Property.”		

So,	why,	why?	

So,	so	listen,	I	don’t	live	in	the	Town	of	Davidson,	and	I	want	nothing	more	than	what’s	best	for	the	
Town	of	Davidson.	I	don’t	even	know	the	specifics	of	what’s	being	proposed.	But	I	just	wanted	to	make	
sure	that	everyone	was	aware	that	this	is	why	my	grandmother	sold	this	property.	Had	she	not,	my	
sister	and	I	would	own	it	today.	

And	she--I	recall	it	being	sold	at	somewhat	of	a	discount.	There	was	some	negotiation	as	anybody	would	
do.	But	as	I	recall,	the	negotiation	had	a	deduction	for	Beaty	Street	being	double	the	size	it	is.	That	never	
happened.	There	were	some	other	things	that	went	back	and	forth.	But--but,	she	never	really,	as	I	recall,	
now,	Rick	you	may	recall	it	differently	—but	I	don’t	recall	it	being	a	“hard”	bargain.		She	was	trying	to	do	
something	very	wonderful	for	The	Town	of	Davidson,	and	that	being	a	park.	That’s	what	we	thought	was	
gonna	happen.		

So,	I	don’t,	I	don’t	mean	to	step	in	and	kick	up	a	hornet’s	nest	or	anything,	and	cause	the	Town	of	
Davidson	to	suffer.	My	sister	and	I	still	own	another	just-shy-of	20	acres	on	Beaty	Street	that	we’d	
someday	like	to	develop	and	I’d	maybe	even	like	to	retire	here	one	day	if	I	ever	do…		

But,	I	just	felt	it’s	important	to	know,	does	everybody	know	this	was	what	was	going	on?...	

Because	I	know	that	when	there	was	a	series	of	charrettes	(referring	to	charrettes	for	the	eco-industrial	
plan	by	Town	of	Davidson)	about	our	property	some	years	ago…	and	it	involved	a	lot	of	ideas,	and	there	
was	a	lot	of	talk	and	a	lot	of	meetings.	And	in	the	course	of	that,	basically	what	they	wanted	us	to	do	is	
donate	the	property	we	had	left.	And	in	the	rendering	they	did,	I	distinctly	remember	them	going,	
“Clontz	Park.”	(holding	up	his	hands)	

So	that	makes	me	wonder,	“Is	that	just	something	you	can	just	walk	away	from	and	forget?”	

Listen,	I	don’t	know	if	it’s	binding	or	not.	I	don’t	know	if--if	this	limitation	is	enough	to	create	a	problem.	
I’m	not	a	real	estate	lawyer	by	any	stretch	of	the	imagination	nor	do	I	think	that	there’s	no	need	for	
some	development.	I	think	the	Town	of	Davidson	probably	needs	tax	revenue	like	everybody.	I	think	it	
probably	needs	to	provide	infrastructure	for	growth.	And	I	think	that’s	all	important.		

I	just	wonder,	have	they	got	other	parks	already?		Are	they	easy	to	come	by?		Or	should	this	be	used	in	
whole	or	in	part	for	what	it	was	originally	intended	for?		

I	just	wonder	if	it	couldn’t	be	incorporated	at	least	in	some	significant	way.		It’s	so	close	to	town.	I	think	
it	would	be	a	wonderful	thing.		
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In	fact,	this	is	just	sort	of	coming	to	me	as	I	go,	but	I	remember	part	of	that	charrette	process.	I	can’t	
remember	who	I	did	it	with,	but	I	walked	the	area	where	the	pond	is.	It’s	now	been	drained.	Somebody	
told	me	they	call	it	“Goat	Pond.”	We	had	goats	but,	I	don’t	remember	calling	it	that.	It’s	that	little	pond	
off	Beaty	Street.	So,	I	went	with	somebody	to	look	at	that	and	whoever	I	was	talking	to,	made	vague	
references	to	yeah,	maybe	this	can	be	like,	an	amphitheater,	like	a	bowl,	and	maybe	be	some--a	great	
place	for	people	to	meet,	hear	music,	that	sort	of	thing.		

So,	I	know,	that	they	were	years	later,	still	considering	“park”.		

And	I	hear	what	Rick’s	saying--does	that	rise	to	the	level	of	a	meeting	of	the	minds?	I	don’t	know.	

All	I	see	is	this	letter	saying	“park.”	And	I	know	Mimi	thought	park.	And	I	always	had	heard	it	was	going	
to	be	a	park.	And	we	assumed	it	would	be.		

The	reason	there’s	no	letters	about	it,	I	suppose,	is	that	there	were	none	sent	to	us	mentioning	it,	and,	
and	Mimi	was	trusting.	I	think	that	we	had	mutual	trust	and	I	just	don’t	think	it	came	up	(gestures	to	
Rick	Kline)…	

Ralph	Clontz:		We	were	talking	about—	

(Concurrently)	

Rick	Kline:	It	didn’t.		It	really	didn’t.	

Ralph	Clontz:		I	mean,	it	did	in	this	letter,	and	offer	to	purchase	and	contract—that’s	pretty	important.		
But,	I	just	think	that	the	fact	that	there’s	nothing	in	the	correspondence	about	it,	is	more	a	function	of,	
that	they	were	just	talking	about	what	they	had	to	figure	out.	

So,	do	with	that	what	you	will.	I	have	no	dog	in	the,	in	the	fight,	I	just--other	than,	you	know—I	just	hate	
for	my	grandmother	to	be	so	generous	and	then…	poof!	

(citizens	sigh/clap)	

Brian	Jenest:	Every	proposal	we	have	entertained	involves	a	park.	There’s	no	proposal	that	doesn’t	
incorporate	a	park.		Just	so	you’re	aware	of	that,	there’s	a	park	in	every	project,	every	proposal.	

Ralph	Clontz:	That’s,	that’s	good	to	know.	My	concern	was,	I	just	didn’t	know	if	the	public-at-large	knew	
that	when	it	was	sold	it	was	to	be	a	park.	Cause	that	kind	of	thing	can	get	lost	over	time.		
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So,	when	I	got	wind	of	this,	I	thought,	well	wait	a	minute	now,	hold	on,	let’s	make	sure	everybody	knows	
the	whole	story	before	they	decide.	Because	you	know,	you	can	decide	to	ignore	the	wishes	of	a	little	
old	lady	who	was	very	generous	if	you	want	to…but	that’s	some	bad	karma	(chuckles).			

(citizens	clap)	

John	Woods	We	want	to	thank	you	for	being	here	tonight.	

Ralph	Clontz:	And	thank	you	for	allowing	me	to.		I	appreciate	it	very	much.	

John	Woods:		Certainly.		And	I	do	want	to	reiterate	that	we	do	want	a	park	at	that	property,	fully,	uh,	
virtually	half	of	that	property	would	be	a	park,	should	it	be	developed.		And	it	does	create	some	
opportunities	for	the	town,	and	for	the	greater	community,	so	we	thank	you	for	that.		

Ralph	Clontz:	And	thank	you...	(he	leaves	the	table	and	microphone)	

Rodney	Graham	to	Rick	Kline:		(appears	to	ask	the	following	between	two	muffled	phrases)	So,	if	it	was	
purchased	for	a	park,	do	you	have	any	understanding	why	it	is	not	a	park?	Why	it’s	not	a	public	park	for	
use	of	Davidson?	

Stacey	Anderson:		Read	the	documents,	it	says	there	were	no	restrictions	that	prevent…	(muffled)”	

Rick	Kline:	Probably	finance,	you	know;	and,	it	is,	is,	also	the	fact	that	the	character	of	Davidson	changed	
from	1984	when	it	was	closed	until	1996,	then	to	today...where	it	was	kind	of	on	the	northern	outskirts	
of	the	Town	in	1984,	the	Town’s	kinda	grown	around	it	a	little	bit	or	at	least	grown	up	to	it	some;	and,	
it's	use	as	a	park,	or	at	least	entirely	or	100%	as	a	park,	may	not	have	made	sense	any	more.		Just	as	the	
jail	was	no	longer	needed	as	a	jail,	the	library	not	needed	as	a	library,	the	school	not	used	as	a	school.	
Things	change.		And,	that	would	be	my	understanding.		You	all	know	from	the	time	I	was	here	working	
for	you,	I	don’t	sit	in	the	meetings	you	guys	sit	in,	and	I	was	not	privy	to	a	lot	of	those	discussions.		
Clearly,	clearly	a	park	was	a	contemplated	use,	it	may	have	been	the	first	priority	use	at	the	time,	likely	
was—I	don't	recall,	now,	I’m	certainly	not	contradicting	what	Ralph	just	said	and	if	his	grandmother	
expected	it	to	be	used	as	a	park,	God	bless	her—and	I’m	not	gonna	say	she	didn’t	cause	if	he	said	she	
did	then	she	probably	did.	I	wasn’t	privy	to	any	of	those	communications	so	I	can’t	speak	to	them.	
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May 23, 2017 Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Citizen Analysis of Assertions made by Rick Kline: (In order)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rick Kline: There was nothing in any of the correspondence that had anything to do with the use 
of the property 

Analysis: This could not be validated based on #2 & #3 below 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rick Kline: Only 3 references that mentioned "Park" and all were authored by Rick, 2 letters and 
the offer to purchase 

Analysis: 
True: There were only 3 references of a "park" authored by Rick: 1 letter to Ralph Clonz Jr (10/1/84), 1 
letter to Bill Brannon (2/22/85) & the OTPC 

False: There were 2 references in a letter from Ralph Clontz Jr to Rick Kline (12/8/84) where Ralph 
mentions the use as a Park twice 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rick Kline: There were 4 letters in Rick's file from Ralph Clontz Jr, none of which said anything 
about its use 
True: There were only 4 letters from Ralph Clontz Jr to Rick Kline 

False: The 3rd letter (12/8/84) mentions the use as a Park twice 

False: Rick's next letter to Clontz (1/2/85) mentions how 'Any land in the Beaty St. right of way cannot be 
used for the purposes intended by the Town of Davidson'.  No correction is made to Clontz on his prior 
letter stating the use as a park. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other comments worth noting: 
1. There was nothing specified in the deed restricting the use of the land, but more importantly
nothing in correspondence 
- His emphasis on the correspondence being more important than the deed indicates the value of each
parties word in the correspondence 
- The findings from the previous points show that there was correspondence discussing the use

2. There was much more correspondence Rick was not privy to, where there could have been
discussion on the use of the property 
- These go back 3+ years (circa 1980-1984) between Town Mayors and Mrs. Clontz where the terms of
acreage, price and use were discussed 
- We have not been able to review any of these documents as they have not been located 

3. The Clontz's "Most reluctantly forgoing reservation of hunting and fishing rights!", (The
exclamation point as part of the quote) 
- Made in the 1st letter from Ralph Clontz Jr (10/2/84), Interpret this as a derivative of a park
that would support this activity. 
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May 23, 2017 – Commissioner’s Meeting 
After Ralph Clontz reviews his grandmother’s intentions for a park on Beaty Street 
Property and rises to leave, Michael Johnson (Developer of Hobbs Hill) stands to speak 
and Mayor Woods motions for him to sit back down and not talk since (despite Ralph 
Clontz's participation), it is not a public comment period. 
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Numerous coaching emails between Town and selected private developer, Davidson 
Development Partners, LCC (not yet formed) also known as "DDP" 
One example:
emails between town and developer show an air of disrespect to citizens, particularly those in 
the Hobbs Hill community. Communications show clear favoritism to developers over taxpaying 
citizens.
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Get Involved! 

Save Davidson is a group of concerned citizens that began calling 
attention to the TOD proposal to develop Beaty Street Property in 
violation of an agreement the TOD made with the original seller in 1985. 
The movement has grown to nearly 1,200 citizens.

Join Save Davidson on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 

Opt into Save Davidson's e-mail list: savedavidson@gmail.com 

Become a neighborhood representative: Share updates with neighbors 
re: meetings, events, etc.  

Attend TOD scheduled meetings: 
http://www.ci.davidson.nc.us/789/Meeting-Schedule 

Visit savedavidson.org 

Contribute: https://www.gofundme.com/SaveTownOwnedPark 

Direct financial support 
Payable to ‘Save Davidson’:
Save Davidson 
P.O. Box 16  
Davidson, NC 28036 

Sign the Petition to Keep Beaty as a Park: 
https://www.change.org/p/town-council-of-davidson-petition-to-the-
town-council-of-
davidson?recruiter=729069875&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medi 
um=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition 
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Contact your local government officials 

Mayor John Woods: P.O. Box 1929, Davidson, NC 28036; 704-
868-6917; jwoods@townofdavidson.org

Commissioner Beth Cashion, 413 Pine Road, Davidson, NC 
28036; 980-253-0900; bcashion@townofdavidson.org 

Commissioner Stacey Anderson, 18716 Greyton Lane, Davidson, 
NC 28036; 704-534-4284; sanderson@townofdavidson.org 

Commissioner Jim Fuller, 450 Windward Drive, Davidson, NC 
28036; 704-575-7574; jfuller@townofdavidson.org 

Commissioner Rodney Graham, 618 James Alexander Way, 
Davidson, NC 28036; 704-239-1124; 
rgraham@townofdavidson.org 

Commissioner Brian Jenest, 312 O’Henry Avenue, Davidson, NC 
28036; 704-564-9811; bjenest@townofdavidson.org 
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